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uniform  surface,  the boring increases the penetration
at the point where it is most needed.
A committee of the American Wood Preservers' Associa-
tion, as the result of extensive inquiries, have arrived
at the following conclusions as to the preliminary treat-
ment of red oak ties :1 (i) Red oak ties can be treated
satisfactorily when air seasoned for ten months, if the
summer months are included. (2) Red oak ties may be
treated satisfactorily when air seasoned for six months,
provided artificial seasoning is employed as an adjunct.
(3)  For practical  reasons the period  of seasoning,  to
determine whether red oak ties are ripe for treatment,
should govern,    (a) However, if boring test is used, the
core withdrawn with an increment borer should appear
dry for a depth of two inches.    (6) If weight is used, the
weight per cubic foot should not exceed 52  pounds.
(c) If moisture determination is resorted to, a test should
indicate not to exceed 22 per cent, of moisture in the ties.
(4)  Artificial seasoning of red oak ties apparently has
not been sufficiently developed to justify a conclusion
from the replies.
FUNDAMENTAL POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED IN PLANS
OF WOOD-PRESERVING WORKS.
The following points are given by Mr. Rowe as the
result of extensive experience in the United States :
" (i) That the works should be proportioned throughout
to secure the desired output. (2) That each part should
be proportioned to do the desired work, and at the same
time so porportional to all the other parts that there will
be no useless or surplus capacity or useless cost (3) That
1 See also Appendix, page 298, table giving method of treating
red oak ties that should be employed for different periods of
seasoning.